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Re: Century Link Communications, LLC f/k/a Qwest Communications Company, LLC v. 
Verizon Services Corp., et al., Docket No. 18-33, File No. EB-18-MD-001 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § l.727(c), CenturyLink Communications, LLC ("CenturyLink") 
hereby opposes the motion for leave to file a sur-reply (the "Motion") filed by defendant Verizon 
on May 3, 2018, in the above-captioned proceeding. 1 Verizon' s motion is both procedurally and 
factually flawed. First, the Commission's formal complaint rules do not allow for such a sur
reply. Verizon could have sought a waiver to permit a sur-reply prior to commencement of the 
pleading cycle, but did not, and its late submission violates both the Commission's rules and the 
scheduling order already established for this proceeding.2 Second, Verizon is simply wrong 
when it claims CenturyLink raised new matters in its Reply; the matters of which Verizon now 
complains were either raised years ago, or for the first time by Verizon in its Answer. In any 
event, unlike Verizon, CenturyLink had specifically obtained a waiver to address any such new 
matters that Verizon raised for the first time in its Answer.3 That CenturyLink responded to 
Verizon's new claims as part of Century Link's Reply fulfilled the purpose of that waiver grant 
and contributed to the efficiency of this proceeding. This caused no unfairness to Verizon. 

As it should in this case, the Commission routinely denies sur-replies for the simple 
reason that its rules do not allow them.4 This is because the Commission recognizes that the 

"Verizon" refers to defendants Verizon Services Corp., Verizon Virginia LLC, Verizon Washington, DC, 
Inc.; Verizon Maryland LLC; Verizon Delaware LLC; Verizon Pennsylvania LLC, Verizon New Jersey Inc.; 
Verizon New York Inc.; Verizon New England Inc.; Verizon North LLC, and Verizon South Inc. CenturyLink is 
separately opposing Verizon's motion to strike. 
2 See March 13, 2018 Notice of Formal Complaint, at 2-3. 

See February 9, 2018 Letter Order, at 2. 
4 See, e.g., In the Matter of Long Distance/USA Inc., 10 FCC Red. 1634, 1637, 1995 WL 59778 (1995) ("The 
Commission's rules do not provide for the filing of a surreply, and we therefore deny the complainants' motion."); 
see also Order, Staton Holdings, Inc. v. MCI Worldcom Commc'ns, Inc., 19 FCC Red 8699, � 14 (EB 2004) 










